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Thanks for Free Book 


Dear Sir: 
It is a blessing to learn of an organi- 
zation such as yours. The booklet was 
received yesterday and I cannot tell you 
how happy I am to know the Truth about 
God’s Holy Word. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


Mrs. N. R. B. 


Sense at Last 


Dear Friends, 

I have read and studied very much, The 
Known Bible and Its Defense by the Rev. 
Maud Hembree. The teaching of the 
churches and, as I thought, the Bible, for 
many years did not make any sense to me 
as their teaching makes God appear very 
unjust and cruel, yet contradicting them- 
selves and saying “He is loving and kind.” 

I then found the Rev. Hembree’s books 
in the Public Library and started studying 
them, and the great truths of the Bible 
began to fall into place just like the pieces 
of a jigsaw puzzle, just as I had always 
felt, all my life, that they should be. I know 
now that it is not the Bible that does not 
make sense. It is only the teaching of the 
churches concerning the Bible. 

Dayton, Ohio R. M. 
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Dear Mission Workers: 

I want to tell you how I do so enjoy my 
Mecippo MessacE. I also have several of 
the books that you recommend. 

I am trying to have a closer walk with 
Jesus each day. I long to do His will. I 
know that the time is short. 

Will you please pray for me and my 
dear ones. I do so need help. 

There is no church here that is any help. 
Really, we need help—not entertainment. 

Savannah, Mo. E. L. 


Practical Advice 


Dear Brother, 

In the current issue of the MESSAGE there 
is good practical advice given in the short 
article entitled: “Watch Your Station.” 
How very true this is. It is the station over 
which we may have entire control and 
entire responsibility. 

Indianapolis, Ind. 


N. W. 
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The Grand Birth Of The Spirit 


it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but 

canst not tell whence it cometh and whither it 
goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.” They 
will come and go with the freedom of the wind. Of all 
births, this grand birth of the Spirit is the greatest. 

The birth of the Spirit is a problem with a number of 
facets. To fully comprehend it, we must consider these 
different facets; the first of these is preparation. God 
never will perpetuate any unworthy thing. All material 
He accepts, must meet an exacting standard of perfection. 
In Scriptural phraseology, this preparation is often styled 
a new birth. 

In John 3 we have the account of a conversation 
between Jesus and a Pharisee—a man named Nicodemus, 
a ruler among the Jews, on the question of being born 
again. 

Nicodemus was a man-pleaser. He feared the face of 
men, so to avoid incurring the displeasure of his col- 
leagues, he came to Jesus under cover of darkness. He 
came by night so as not to be seen by his acquaintances. 
The Master told him plainly that we have something 
to do contrary to nature. Jesus did not answer Nicodemus 
for his sake alone, but also for the benefit of those who, 
over the ages, would profit from His words. Nicodemus 
said to Jesus, “Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher 
come from God: for no man can do these miracles that 
thou doest except God be with him.” He started out well; 
he said ‘““‘We know thou art from God,” but his courage 
failed him. He was looking to see what the world would 
say and think; he could not resist the desire for popu- 
larity. 

Then Jesus answered and said to him: “Except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
“Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born 
again when he is old? can he enter the second time into 
his mother’s womb, and be born?” He saw only the literal 
in Jesus’ words, as is often the case with the people of 
today. “Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God” (vs. 2—5). 

The entrance or mergence into the new life is repeat- 
edly termed being “born again.” This is not the process 
described by religious-minded people who think the spirit 
of God enters their hearts and changes them from sinners 
to saints without any effort on their part. Peter, declaim- 
ing on this new birth, said: “Wherefore laying aside all 
malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all 
evil speakings, as newborn babes, desire the sincere milk 
of the word, that ye may grow thereby” (I Pet. 2:1, 2). 
These words indicate individual effort. The new life 
never comes easy. Paul addressed the immature Chris- 
tians among the members of the church at Galatia, as 
“My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until 
Christ be formed in you” (Gal. 4:19). The apostle John 
styles this transformation of life as being born of God: 
“Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin” (I John 
3:9). 


C)ir MASTER declared: “The wind bloweth where 


In answering Nicodemus as He did, Jesus clearly 
indicates two births, only one of which can be accom- 
plished by us now in our mortal state. By accepting God’s 
saving truth we are said to be born of the water or word 
of God; begotten, or started on the way to a new life. If 
we allow this Word to have free course in our hearts it 
will effect in us such a drastic change of purpose and 
of conduct that all self-interest will be dispensed with 
and the will of God shall become all in all with us. The 
second, or birth of the Spirit, cannot come to us until 
Christ at His return to earth bestows upon us immor- 
tality. 

The apostle Paul, in speaking of the moral change that 
must inevitably accompany our change into the new way 
of life, said: “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is 
a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new” (II Cor. 5:17). Such a one will 
have new aspirations, new hopes, new interests, an 
entirely changed outlook on life. He will not allow himself 
to go into ecstasies over temporal successes, nor sink to 
the depths of despair when reverses come. He has been 
begotten anew, his new self lives in anticipation of the 
better life that can be his, hence the things of the present 
are only temporary, only a means to a far greater end. 
He is a new man through and through. 


Mental and Moral Re-Birth Demanded 


To realize and see that we cannot enter the plan of 
salvation unless born again, gives us something to 
meditate on and consider; and it is about time we were 
stirring ourselves up to realize something about it. We 
must enter into it ourselves. God cannot do it for us, nor 
the angels from heaven. We must take hold and let God’s 
saving Word take possession of our very soul, until every 
thought shall be brought into subjection. And until we 
realize the necessity of bringing our natural inclinations 
down, and subjecting them to truth, we will not make 
progress in the divine life. 

The greatest of all things for the Almighty to do, is 
to give us poor, frail creatures the grand Spirit birth; 
but the work of preparation belongs to us to perform. 
We must ascend step by step until we reach the peak of 
the mountain of His holiness; must effect clean hands 
and a pure heart. We say, “Lord, Lord,” but do not the 
things He commands us. We must realize that it is not 
for us to make the things of the world our first consider- 
ation, for Jesus says (and He is good authority), “Be not 
of the world, even as I am not of the world.” Do you not 
think He meant it? Most assuredly He did. 

You must be born again, no halfway work about it; 
we must be produced anew. The Word first takes hold 
of our minds and causes a change; we then become men- 
tally born anew, and after learning the way, we have a 
walk to take which produces us anew morally; our words, 
acts and thoughts are all changed over, and we become 
new creatures. And if we become new mentally and 
morally, Jesus, at His coming, will make the physical 
change which will complete the Spirit birth. We shall then 
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be fully “born again.” 

The disciples were told to go and teach the Word, and 
in that teaching we find out how we can be born again. 
They were commanded to “observe all things whatsoever 
I have commanded you.” The “all things” takes in being 
born again, not simply attend church service and join 
in with the singing. No! No! But get all wrapped up 
in God’s Word, like the Ethiopian in his chariot. He was 
obedient. He did as he was told. He listened to what 
Philip had to say. When Philip joined himself to his 
chariot, he was reading the words of the prophet Isaiah. 
He was all taken up and absorbed in what God had to say. 
He asked, “Of whom is the prophet speaking, of himself 
or some other man?” Philip first asked him, “Under- 
standest thou what thou readest?” He might have said, 
“I guess I know what I am reading,” but not so. He 
humbled himself and contritely said, “How can I except 
some man guide me?” 


Knowledge the First Step 


The first step toward being born again is to acquire 
a knowledge of the law of life. Jesus speaks of this 
entrance into the spiritual life as coming to Him, these 
are His words: “It is written in the prophets. And they 
shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath 
heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me” 
(John 6:45). Wisdom is the principal thing in religion 
as well as in everything else. One cannot intelligently 
believe that of which he has not been previously informed. 
And the apostle Peter adds his testimony to this very 
reasonable proposition by saying: “According as his 
divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain 
to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that 
hath called us to glory and virtue” (II Pet. 1:3). 


A Strong Belief Imperative 


Philip said to the Ethiopian eunuch, “If thou believest 
with all thine heart thou mayest” be baptized. It cannot 
be a vain, groundless belief, but a belief based on 
evidence, a belief that is strong enough to act as a pro- 
pelling force compelling one on toward the new life. The 
apostle Paul, possessing a strong spirit of faith, quoted 
the words of the Psalmist, “I believed, and therefore have 
I spoken,” and adds, “we also believe, and therefore 
speak” (II Cor. 4:13). 

To be a believer with all the heart is a work. All such 
believers will search the gospel, and God will look upon 
them with pleasure. He has unfolded to us that the first 
step to be taken is to learn and then believe with all 
our heart. It takes in all the steps to believe with all 
our heart. One who believes with all his heart will give 
up ten thousand worlds like this in hope of securing 
the grand Spirit birth; but if he lingers, it shows there 
is doubt; if he hesitates, he is not believing with all his 
heart. 

A great deal of meditation is needed to be a believer, 
unwaveringly. Great impressions of heart are needed 
to keep the tension tight. Faith does not come of its own 
volition. It is contrary to nature. No wonder a man has 
to be born again to enter the kingdom of God. And as 
one earnestly aspires to holiness, what danger there is 
of sin’s interference and the growth being thwarted! 

In the words of the divine writer, “Let us draw nigh 
to God in full assurance of faith.” We have been dragging 
along and doubting long enough. We can have this full 


assurance of faith, but it will come only by our own 
volition. We must search the Scriptures, meditate on 
what Jehovah has done, and “believe that God is, and 
that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” 
It is a part of the new work, a part of being born again, 
to rejoice in tribulation (Rom. 5:3; II Cor. 7:4). We 
are told to rejoice in the Lord under adverse circum- 
stances, but we cannot do this until we have the full 
assurance of faith. 

God is at the helm, and all things will work for good 
to them that love Him. But so few love God, which is to 
keep His commandments, or be “born again.” We are 
the only people teaching that you must be produced anew, 
that you must have new motives, new speech, new 
thoughts and conduct; then you will be produced anew. 
Your acts must all stem from the way God has laid down; 
your thoughts governed by His thoughts, your speech 
ordered by His Word; then, and not till then, will you 
be made over new. But, as Paul says, “How shall we 
escape if we neglect so great salvation, which at the first 
was spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by 
those that heard him.” 


Belief to be Acceptable Must be Intelligent 


Furthermore, we must believe right before we can live 
right. When a fire breaks out in a home or place of 
business, quick action is indicated, but not just any kind 
of action. It must be intelligent action. To pour water on 
the fire or apply a suitable fire-fighting substance, is 
intelligent action. To pour on buckets of kerosene would 
be un-intelligent action, and would make the fire much 
worse. Likewise belief to be potent, must be intelligent. 
It must be backed up by evidence. It must agree with 
the Word of God. God is definite about what He wants 
us to believe. The command is, “Prove all things, hold 
fast that which is good.” Paul’s words in I Tim. 6: 3—5 
are direct and forceful: “If any man teach otherwise, 
and consent not to wholesome words, even the words 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is 
according to godliness; he is proud, knowing nothing, 
but doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof 
cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, perverse 
disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the 
truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such with- 
draw thyself.” And the words of the beloved John (II 
John, 9th and 10th verses), are in perfect agreement: 
“Whosoever trangresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine 
of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine 
of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. If there 
come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive 
him not into your house, neither bid him God speed.” 

We must believe right before we can live right. We 
accomplish this by taking God at His Word and believing 
what He says without question, though doing so may 
prove every man a liar. It will not do for us to follow 
teachings contrary to what He has taught us. When 
Jesus comes from the far-off country will He save His 
enemies, those who disbelieve Him? No, indeed! There 
is no halfway ground. This standard is uplifted and is 
held by the hand of an omnipotent God, and we must pay 


strict attention to what is written or we will not obtain 
the Spirit birth. 


Born Again into Practical Living 


Then the next aspect in being born anew, or born from 
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above, is to put off the evils of the flesh and live out 
God’s divine commands in each affair of everyday life. 
The great Apostle declares: “Therefore if any man be 
in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become new.” And again, 
“The flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit 
against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the 
other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would” 
(II Cor. 5:17; Gal. 5:17). 

If we really become new, we will be all absorbed in 
the wonderful things of God. The grand joy will soon 
come to those who are born anew. You remember Nico- 
demus said, “How can a man be born again?” or born 
anew, or born “from above,” but he did not realize it 
was a work each one had to do themselves, that they must 
let the Word work in them and make them over new. 
And he said to Jesus, I know you are a teacher, and you 
can tell me all about it: How can a man be born again 
when he is old? 

If you are not keeping God’s commandments, you are 
in the night. Do you wish to be in darkness? Are you 
ashamed to come to the light? Are you doing evil, and 
do not wish to have your deeds known? Nicodemus came 
in the night, and was told that he must be made over 
new. He asked, when a man is born, how can he be born 
again? His mind had not been enlightened; he was in 
the night in regard to what Jesus meant. Jesus paid no 
attention to his question, but said, “Except a man be 
born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God.” “If any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature,” and unless we become new creatures we will 
not get the grand Spirit birth. 


Born of Water and of the Spirit 


Two definite steps must be taken before eternal sal- 
vation can be ours. Jesus said to Nicodemus, “Except a 
man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God.” We first must be born of water, 
the water of life of which Jesus spoke to the woman at 
Jacob’s well, when He said: “Whosoever drinketh of the 
water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water 
that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life’ (John 4:14). This 
“water” is the Word, as we learn from Eph. 5: 26. Jesus 
likewise supported this position when He said “the words 
that I speak unto you, they are spirit and they are life.” 
The Word gives life, also the water gives life, showing 
that they are both one, Therefore to be born of water is 
to be born of the Word, begotten and started on the way 
to a new life. 

The Spirit birth takes in much more. Having taken the 
first two steps we have done all within our power to do, 
yet we are still mortal and corruptible, subject to all 
the limitations of mortality; we still lack the physical 
change. At His second coming Christ shall judge us, and 
finding us worthy, will change our “vile,” corruptible 
body, and make us physically in His image. The Spirit 
birth will then be a physical reality. We shall be com- 
pletely born again. 

Jesus referred to this finished work when He said, 
“The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the 
sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and 
whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the 
Spirit” (John 3:8). It is this part of Jesus’ words which 
is so often misquoted and the meaning distorted. We 
often hear, “As the wind bloweth where it listeth .. . 


so is the Spirit,” and at conversion the Holy Spirit, all 
unobserved, comes and takes possession of a man’s heart 
and in an instant changes him from a sinner to a saint; 
but that is not the idea that Jesus’ words imply. He said 
not so is the Spirit, but “so is every one that is born of the 
Spirit.” The angels of God are not tied to the solid ground 
as we mortals are but can lift their feet and go and come 
with the freedom of the wind, and that is what every one 
born of the Spirit can do. An example of this was the 
case of Gabriel who flew swiftly to bring Daniel skill 
and understanding. 


“Flesh and Blood Cannot Inherit the Kingdom” 


I Corinthians 15:50 reads as follows: “Now this I 
say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
l:ingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incor- 
ruption.” Jesus promised that those who are accounted 
worthy to obtain that world and the resurrection from 
the dead shall be made equal to the angels, never to die 
any more. As we well know, mortal flesh is very cor- 
ruptible, and nothing that is corruptible can enter God’s 
kingdom. 

Angelic beings are real. They are composed of a sub- 
stance equally as stable as mortal flesh, but it is not 
flesh and blood as we know flesh and blood, and it is not 
corruptible. The angel Gabriel was able to touch Daniel 
when he flew swiftly to earth to give him skill and under- 
standing. At another time the angel touched Daniel when 
he was in a prone position, setting him up on his knees 
and the palms of his hands. The angels ate of the food 
that Abraham prepared for them. Angels have hands as 
in Rev. 10:8. Angels took Lot, his wife and daughters 
by the hand and hurried them from the doomed city. 

The process of change from the mortal state to immor- 
tality is clearly spelled out. “For this corruptible must put 
on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 
So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, 
and this mortal shal! have put on immortality, then shall 
be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is 
swallowed up in victory.” “But we all, with open face 
beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed 
into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the 
spirit of the Lord” (I Cor. 15: 53, 54; II Cor. 3: 18). And 
again in Phil. 3:20, 21, “For our conversation is in 
heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the 
Lord Jesus Christ: who shall change our vile body, that 
it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body.” Indeed, 
flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God. 


The Birth to Immortality 


Proverbs 3 pictures for us the grand results of applying 
God’s saving wisdom to our daily living. “Happy is the 
man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth 
understanding. For the merchandise of it is better than 
the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than 
fine gold. She is more precious than rubies: and all 
the things thou canst desire are not to be compared 
unto her. Length of days is in her right hand, and 
in her left hand riches and honor. Her ways are ways 
of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. She is a 
tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy 
is every one that retaineth her” (vs. 13—18). 

This good understanding holds in her left hand riches 
and honor, and in her right hand length of days to enjoy 
them in. These are true and eternal riches, and you are 
sure to obtain them if you comply with the conditions, 
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if you are filled with a knowledge of His will. It is im- 
possible to keep the commandments before you know 
them. What will you get by having this wisdom? Let the 
Wise Man give you the answer: “Happy is the man that 
getteth wisdom.” You will get happiness, a joy and com- 
fort you cannot obtain elsewhere. She is more precious 
than rubies, and all things that can be desired are not 
to be compared to her. 

To think of being a partaker of God’s magnificent 
habitation! And there will be a pure river, clear as crys- 
tal, and on every hand we will see the tree of life bearing 
much fruit, twelve manner of fruits, and whose leaves 
are for the healing of the nations. This river is not a 
literal river, but spiritual; the knowledge of how to 
perpetuate our existence so we will live on and on for 
ever. 


Those Born of the Spirit Shall be Privileged to see God 


Jesus promised, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for 
they shall see God.” Of all faces, God’s face is the face I 
would like to look upon, and obtain some of the marvellous 
knowledge He will impart. Just think of it, to have God 
talk with us, and impart to us knowledge! We will receive 
wonderful grand truths from Him, and have them written 
in our hearts. But first we must write His law in our 
hearts now. 

When given the glorious Spirit birth we will be placed 
wholly out of the reach of death. There will be no more 
pain, no fatigue, no disappointments, no woe, no unpleas- 
ant sensations, no frustrations, no sin, no pain or sick- 
ness, and even death will be unknown in the happy abode 
of the blessed. Life will be one perpetual round of delights 
and pleasurable experiences. What God has prepared for 
us will be “exceeding, abundantly above all that we [can 
now] ask or think.” “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love him.” 

The gracious promise is: “The redeemed of the Lord 
shall return, and come with singing unto Zion; and ever- 
lasting joy shall be upon their head: they shall obtain 
gladness and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee 
away.” 


.  s . 
tese® “ene” 


Faith 


My faith looks up to Thee, dear Lord, 
And shows me right from wrong, 
It fills my life with loveliness 
And melody and song. 


It makes of life a golden trail 
Where my feet lightly tread; 

It drives all discontent away 
And takes away all dread. 


It teaches me, though sick or well, 
I’ve nothing more to fear, 

For divine love now shelters me 
And Ged seems very near. 


My Father's Will 


Whate’er my God ordains is right! 
His will is ever just; 
Howe’er He orders now my cause, 
I will be still and trust. 
He is my God; 
Though dark my road, 
He holds me that I shall not fall; 
Wherefor to Him I leave it all. 
Whate’er my God ordains is right; 
He never will deceive; 
He leads me by the proper path, 
And so to Him I cleave, 
And take content 
What He hath sent; 
His hand can turn my griefs away, 
And patiently I wait His day. 
Whate’er my God ordains is right; 
He taketh thought for me; 
The cup that my Physician gives 
No poisoned draught can be, 
But medicine due; 
For God is true; 
And on that changeless truth I build, 
And all my heart with hope is filled. 
Whate’er my God ordains is right; 
Though I the cup must drink 
That bitter seems to my faint heart, 
I will not fear nor shrink; 
Tears pass away 
With dawn of day; 
Sweet comfort yet shall fill my heart, 
And pain and sorrow all depart. 
Whate’er my God ordains is right; 
My Light, my Life is He, 
Who cannot will me aught but good; 
I trust Him utterly; 
For well I know, 
In joy or woe, 
We soon shall see as sunlight clear, 
How faithful was our Guardian here. 
Whate’er my God ordains is right; 
Here will I take my stand, 
Though sorrow, need, or death make earth 
For me a desert land. 
My Father’s care 
Is round me there; 
He holds me that I shall not fall, 
And so to Him I leave it all. 


* * © © © © @ @ 

Time is an important element, for without it we would not 
be able to work out our salvation. We are commanded to te. 
deem the time because the days are evil and they are, indeed. 
Wickedness is rampant in the world today, inhumanity 
to man we see all around. The end of the age is fast ap- 
proaching. Emerson once said, ‘‘This time, like all times, 
is a very good one, if we but know what to do with it.” 
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CVSCVETANICE 


T WAS PAUL, that great master of circumstances 
if who suffered untold hardships in the service of the 

Lord, who said: “I have learned, in whatsoever state 
I am, therewith to be content” (Phil. 4:11). His own 
experience had made it possible for him to admonish us 
that “godliness with contentment is great gain” (I Tim. 
6:6). 

This coveted condition of life can never be realized, 
however, without the development of that powerful 
characteristic called perseverance. “Perseverance is the 
quality found in people of an enthusiastic temperament, 
who, once they have discerned the favorable possibilities 
of an enterprise, allow nothing to divert them, and can 
never be defeated by the occurrences that tend to hinder 
its successful outcome. Obstacles, far from lessening 
the courage of such people, seem rather to redouble it. 
The fever of battle increases their strength tenfold and 
the difficulties they meet merely sharpen their wits.” 

As exercised in the Christian sense, perverance 
necessarily embraces all the virtues that combine to make 
up a Christian character. It is that great motive force 
which through enlightened understanding, calls all these 
virtues into being and binds their separate forces into 
a unified whole, making for perfection in their possessor. 
The two great pil.ars on which this all-conquering charac- 
teristic rests are faith and patience. Faith, being repre- 
sentative of one’s confidence in the evidence supporting 
the authenticity of his purpose, awakens within him 
enthusiasm. And patience, by modifying enthusiasm and 
holding it within its proper bounds, prevents discourage- 
ment in the face of the trials and occasional setbacks 
which inevitably beset the pathway of the man who 
strives persistently for the prize of eternal life. 

In the life of Paul we can see this irresistible quality 
at work in the service of both man and God. He had 
apparently acquired this characteristic early in life and, 
like all truly persevering men, when sure of the worthi- 
ness of his cause, he utilized his full strength to reach 
the pinnacle of success. According to his own words 
he outstripped many of his own age and race in perform- 
ing the pharisaic duties. He was, according to the right- 
eousness which is in the law, blameless. 

Paul was at heart a truly honest man, and it was the 
absolute sincerity of his convictions, while standing on 
the foundation of error, that prevented his recognizing 
and accepting the teachings of Christ as presented by the 
apostles, even though it was supported and confirmed by 
miraculous deeds. So certain was he at the time that 
his own cause was right, and the doctrine of Christ 
merely heresy, that he became the most vehement perse- 
cutor of the early church, which, of course, was charac- 
teristic of his persevering nature in the service of his 
cause. 

It took a mighty blow to convince him of his erroneous 
course; but when, on the way to Damascus to apprehend 
the saints there, the light did forcibly enter his blinded 
mind, his inherent honesty forced him to change his 
course without question. And it was with the same perse- 
vering force that he became the boldest, ablest and most 
zealous defender of the cause of Christ. His own words 


in I Tim. 1: 12—16 indi- 
cate that the Lord did not 
err in His choice 

of this man as the 
great Apostle to 

us Gentiles. We 

read his words in 
Moffatt’s trans- 
lation: 

“T render 
thanks to 
Christ Jesus 
our Lord, who has 
made me able 
for this; he 
considered me 
trustworthy and 
appointed me to 
the ministry, 
though I had formerly been a blasphemer and a perse- 
cutor and a wanton aggressor. I obtained mercy because 
in my unbelief I had acted out of ignorance; and the 
grace of our Lord flooded my life, along with the faith 
and love that Christ Jesus inspires. It is a sure word; 
it deserves all praise, that ‘Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners’; and though I am the foremost 
of sinners, I obtained mercy, for the purpose of fur- 
nishing Christ Jesus with a supreme proof of his utter 
patience, a typical illustration of it all for all who were 
(henceforth) to believe in him and gain eternal life.” 

Paul was not the greatest of sinners in the sense that 
he was a man of depraved nature; but he recognized, 
after his conversion, that he who endeavors to steal 
away from men the means of gaining eternal life, either 
ignorantly or otherwise, is, in the eyes of God, a thief 
and robber of the deepest dye. And so with honesty and 
humility he acknowledged and deplored his former life. 
Nevertheless, his persevering nature went on serving him 
and truth together, helping him not only to spread the 
gospel abroad but to bring his own carnal nature into 
subjection, as he said in I Cor. 9: 27: “But I keep under 
my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any 
means, when I have preached to others, I myself shou!d 
be a castaway.” And thus at last he was able to say, “I 
have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I 
have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up for me 
a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give me at that day; and not to me only, but 


unto all them also that love his appearing” (II Tim. 4: 
7,8). 












“There is a single reason why ninety-nine men out 
of one hundred average business men never become 
leaders,” says O. D. Young. “It is this: They are unwilling 
to assume responsibility.” They have soft shoulders. 
They are looking for soft joys. Success steers away from 
them. 


The highway to success is banked with men who say, 


“Bring on your responsibilities! Bring on your heavy 
problems! Our shoulders are broad and strong! We can 
solve them!” 
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“Our Thoughts Negative Ov “Positive?” 


If, over a long period of time a person thinks nega- 

tive thoughts, what does he do? He creates a nega- 
tive atmosphere like a band around his mind, and it 
draws to him every negative circumstance and result. 
Mass thoughts of fear and hate translate into wars; those 
of compassion into alleviation of suffering. As with 
birds, it can truly be said that thoughts of a feather flock 
together. Even our prayers can be negative, if asking 
God for things we can easily supply or do for ourselves, 
thus amounting to a beggarly petition. But if our prayers 
are of gratitude, acceptance and trust, they become posi- 
tive. 

If, on the other hand, a person fills his mind with 
positive thoughts, thoughts of faith and hope, he projects 
around himself a dynamic and creative atmosphere, and 
draws to himself every positive factor in the universe; 
he becomes a superior person. We have seen individuals 
who will admit no difficulty as final, but who will always 
say, “It does not make any difference, I believe that it 
can be done,” and by some strange alchemy they do it. 
That is because that person thought he could do the task, 
his whole pattern of thinking was positive. Certainly 
when we are thinking positively, our minds are free from 
tension and fear and uncertainty. We are going to do as 
our thinking dictates, and it takes persistent effort and 
zeal to make it always positive. As the Apostle James 
asks, “Does a fountain pour out fresh water and brackish 
from the same hole?” It is just as certain that our minds 
cannot contain negative and positive thoughts at the same 
time. We are thinking one or the other. Which are we 
going to give lodging? 

It can be said that we have a mental appetite as well 
as a physical appetite. What affects the one phase of man 
affects the other. The vulture has an appetite for carrion, 
nothing else. That is what makes a vulture a vulture. He 
looks and searches until he finds it. When Elijah told the 
prophets of Baal, “If the Lord be God, follow him; but 
if Baal, then follow him,” it would seem we can appropri- 
ately use the same comparison in choice between positive 
and negative thoughts. If all our thoughts were made 
audible, those around us could readily determine whether 
we are following God or Baal. Radio has taught us that 
we must be in tune with the right station to hear its 
music. So then we must be attuned to God by positive 
thoughts if we would secure the divine music of His 
favor. It will take effort to be positive in our thought 
pattern. 

“The wicked . . . will not seek after God, God is not 
in all his thoughts.” Thus, “the thoughts of the wicked 
are an abomination to the Lord,” for they are negative. 
When Abel made a more righteous offering to God than 
did his brother, “Cain was furious and downcast.” God 
said to him, “Why are you furious, why are you down- 
cast? If your heart is honest, you would surely look 
bright. If you are sullen, sin is lying in wait for you, 
eager to be at you. Yet you ought to master it.” But he 
let negative thoughts of jealousy possess his mind, which 
culminated in the slaying of Abel. When King Ahab per- 
mitted his evil desires to possess him in coveting Naboth’s 
vineyard, he was not only letting negative thoughts rule 


"Tit over a. ARE dynamic; thoughts are creative. 


him, but became so sullen and displeased at Naboth’s 
refusal to sell, that the same spirit of evil became conta- 
gious. It was then Jezebel became an accomplice to his 
evil deeds. 

“The thoughts of the righteous are right,” so let us see 
what right thinking will do. Jesus said, “But lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break 
through nor steal: for where your treasure is, there will 
your heart [mind or thoughts] be also.” Thoughts of 
doing His Father’s will possessed His mind constantly, 
for we have such words as these from His lips, “My 
meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish 
his work. I seek not mine own will, but the will of the 
Father which sent me,” and when His final trial came in 
the Garden, He could still say, “Not my will, but thine, 
be done.” The Father said, “My thoughts are not your 
thoughts ... for as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts 
than your thoughts.” So in doing the Father’s will, He 
was striving to think His thoughts. In this endeavor, He 
became eligible for promotion to His Father’s right hand, 
just where He had laid up His treasures. 

Paul, the greatest apostle, became great by following 
his positive thoughts with positive action. His foremost 
directive was that he must “bring into captivity, every 
thought to the obedience of Christ,’ and that no man 
should “think of himself more highly than he ought to 
think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt 
to every man the measure of faith.” His advice was to 
think on things true, honest, just, pure, lovely and of 
good report. Could there be anything better to produce 
positive thoughts than “these things”? Apparently not, 
for later on he said with finality, “I have fought in the 
good fight: I have run my course; I have kept the faith.” 

As these examples show, our thoughts will lead us to 
the goal to which we allow them to take us. What we 
think is the key to our character. Our minds are dyed 
with the color of our thinking. We must then keep our 
thinking in the right channel, because this word of God 
is “scrutinizing the very thoughts and conceptions of the 
heart.” No doubt most of us have wasted more time 
thinking negatively than we would care to admit, so it is 
high time we met this fact face to face. Whatever time 
we have left to reach the finish line in this race for 
eternal life, must be taken up with positive thoughts, for 
definitely every action is preceded by a thought. If we say 
to ourselves, “Who am I that I should think myself 
endowed with a mind and power of self-control as had 
Jesus, or Paul, or Peter,” then we are already vanquished 
in this race. This is simply excusing ourselves for not 
doing better, and we must keep in mind that it is so easy 
to go along with the world and their thinking. 

No man is defeated until he thinks he is. Then is when 
negative thoughts take possession. But if we insist upon 
positive thoughts holding sway in our minds, we can 
win this battle for eternal life. The little niche we live in 
day by day is just what we make it, by our thoughts. It 
will be no better or finer than we are ourselves. And let 
us realize in meekness, that we can only fill a small place 
now, but if positive in all our thoughts and actions, we 
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will be able to fill an exalted position in that soon coming 
future. We must project ourselves in thought into that 
coming Kingdom. All of God’s worthies to whom Christ 
will say “Well done,” from Abel to the last entrant into 
the Ark, were there in thought, and positive thinking will 
do the same for us. “Search me, O God, and know my 
heart, test me and try my thoughts; see if I am taking 
a wrong course, and do thou lead me on the lines of life 
eternal.” 





Uow .. . Is The Time 


VY [HEN I was a small boy, that was way back in the 
peaceful first decade of this century, I used to 
read of past wars and wonder, with a small boy’s 

wonder, if I would ever live to see a war. Since 1914 there 
has been little else! Two generations have grown up in an 
atmosphere of uncertainty, tenseness, bewilderment, inse- 
curity. World War I, the Great Depression, the second 
war, the “cold war,” and now—what the immediate 
future holds, no man can tell. To say the least, the out- 
look is not good. Men and women are asking, “When are 
things going to settle down? When, if ever, can we really 
begin to live?” 

The lesson of history is clear: those who wait for 
things to settle down before beginning to live, will not 
do much living. They should realize that this is their 
world, and life is brief. If life is to be lived, it must be 
lived here and now. This is probably as near normal— 
whatever that is—as the world will see for a long, long 
time. If conditions can be improved, it is good living to 
improve them; if not, it is possible to live above them, 
and live abundantly. 

We as professed followers of the Man of Galilee have 
no doubt felt more than once the numbing, paralyzing 
influence of the present world chaos, and we will do well 
to free ourselves from it. Haven’t you felt it? Certainly 
things around us are not as we would like them; certainly 
we would all welcome the return of peace and tranquillity. 
But wishing will not bring them back; conditions not of 
our making are beyond our control; and in the meantime 
there is work to be done. What are we waiting for? 

“All things come to him who waits,” says an old prov- 
erb. It is not so. About all that comes to the man who 
merely waits is old age and death. The long view through 
the telescope of faith reveals that the present is but a 
narrow valley filled with sound and fury, with clouds and 
confusion, while beyond the darkness stretch the endless 
sunlit plains and heights of God’s eternal Tomorrow. That 
Tomorrow will arrive on schedule—we need not concern 
ourselves with that, for the promise is certain. Our con- 
cern is with our own life, which happens to be—like it 
or not—in the troubled present. That Tomorrow is for 
only those who have prepared for it, and this prepara- 
tion is the work in hand. What are we waiting for? 

“He that observeth the wind,” said an inspired writer, 
“shall not sow; and he that regardeth the clouds shall 
not reap.” This is plain common sense. To wait for 
conditions to be just right is to waste one’s life and 
squander its opportunities. For one thing, they never 
are “just right.” For another, they do not have to be. 
Some of the best living of history has been done in 


some of the worst times. 

Life in the days of Tiberius Caesar was far from ideal, 
yet those were the memorable years in which the Perfect 
Example walked and worked among men. By the time 
of St. Paul, the immorality of Rome under Nero was at 
its peak, and Judea was seething with unrest and vio- 
lence. It was not an attractive world in which to spread 
the Gospel, yet in these troubled years the Christian 
Church attained its greatest growth. Fortunately for 
the world, those primitive missionaries did not wait for 
things to settle down. 

As a prisoner in Rome, chained day and night to his 
keeper, the Apostle rose above circumstances. Had he put 
his head in his hands and dreamed of the great things 
he would do after his release, the world would have been 
the poorer by at least seven of his powerful Epistles. 

Life as an exile on Patmos was no doubt drab and 
unpleasant, but from that barren rock came the last 
message from God to man, delivered to and written by 
a man who would not and could not wait for better times. 

So today, our primary concern is not with what goes 
on in Cuba, or Formosa, or Germany, or Iran, or Russia, 
or the isles afar off. It is simply to get and keep the upper 
hand of John Q. Self. This is a year-round, all-weather 
task, with every day a good fighting day. The principals 
in the battle are just we and ourselves; the nations and 
the outside world do not matter. What are we waiting 
for? Will that old bad habit die any easier tomorrow than 
today? Will the kind word or good deed be any more 
timely next week than this? Will confession, restitution 
or reconciliation be made easier by delay? Will separation 
from the evil world be less painful tomorrow? What 
reason have we to think that any phase of the Christian’s 
work can possibly be done better by postponing it until 
tomorrow? ... Tomorrow simply means one day less of 
probation. 





OBITUARY 

Funeral services for Mrs. Anna Mabel Zehr, were 
conducted on July 6, at Lowville, N. Y. 

Our sister, taken in the prime of life, was an earnest 
reader and correspondent, taking much delight in per- 
sonal visits whenever circumstances permitted. She was 
a patient sufferer throughout her long and painful ill- 
ness during which she maintained a cheerfulness, born 
of the Christian hope. 

Sister Zehr is survived by her husband, Daniel Zehr; 
one son, Alfred H.; one daughter, Mrs. Eleanor E. Bailey; 
two step-sons: Reginald M. and Clifford D.; one foster 
son, David, and one sister, Mrs. Viola Stanford. 

Services were conducted at the Virkler Funeral Home 
by our pastor, Brother K. E. Flowerday; interment was 
in Croghan, N. Y. 

To the family so sadly bereft of wife and mother, we 
extend our sympathy and would direct their attention 
to the extremely comforting promise of the Scripture. 
He has promised a time to come when God (Emmanuel, 
God with us, or Christ) will dwell with men, “And they 
shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, 
and be their God. And God shall wipe all tears from their 
eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, 
nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for 
the former things are passed away.” 

Let us labor therefore to enter into the rest. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“They shall ask the way to Zion, with their faces thither- 
ward, saying, Come, and let us join ourselves to the Lord in 
a perpetual covenant that shall not be forgotten (Jer. 50:5). 


The prophet Jeremiah lived in the latter days of the 
Jewish monarchy, before it finally succumbed to the 
Babylonian conqueror. At the command of the Eternal he 
uttered his prophetic warnings to a perverse and scornful 
generation. He was persecuted because he was truthful, 
vet he was not entirely neglected or disregarded, since he 
was consulted in great national dangers by the monarchs 
with whom he was contemporary. As Jesus at a later date 
wept over Jerusalem as He beheld the wickedness and de- 
pravity of the people, so did Jeremiah as he surveyed the 
downward trend of Judah which nothing apparently 
could arrest. As his righteous soul yearned for the people 
to turn from the error of their way and reform before the 
fierce wrath of the Almighty should descend upon them, 
he exclaimed (9:1, 2) “Oh that my head were waters, 
and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day 
and night for the slain of the daughter of my people!” 

From the time when Jeremiah was first called to the 
office of a prophet, there was an almost unbroken series 
of national misfortunes, gradually darkening into utter 
ruin and exile. One bright spot in the life of the faithful 
Prophet, however, was the spiritual purge instigated by 
the youthful king Josiah. The apostasy from the true God 
was so general and complete, that the temple had been 
allowed to fall into a shameful state of disrepair. When 
twenty-six years of age the King ordered that it be re- 
paired, and it was at this time discovery was made of a 
copy of the law of God. 

Roused by the earnest eloquence of Jeremiah, and the 
group of faithful followers who stood with him, including 
Huldah, the prophetess, and the hearing of the law read 
by Shaphan the scribe, the King was able to sweep the 
country with a wave of religious reform such as had not 
been witnessed for many years. The Passover was kept, 
following in the minutest detail the procedure commanded 
by Moses. 

To the casual onlooker it would have appeared that 
such a reform must be genuine, and that a real change of 
heart had come over the nation. But to a man inspired 
of God as was Jeremiah, such a thing was impossible. 
Knowing full well that the heart is “deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked” (Jer. 17:9), it could at 
best be nothing more than a temporary revival, and that 
it would be as possible for the Ethiopian to change his 
skin, or the leopard his spots, as for a nation so accus- 
tomed to doing evil to turn and do good merely in obedi- 
ence to a popular trend. Sentimental religion could not 
be expected to induce the “great thoughts of heart,” or 
stimulate the “great searchings of heart” (Judg. 5: 16) 
needful to bring about a heartfelt repentance, a complete 
moral reformation. To seek and find God, they must 
search for Him with all their heart (Jer. 29:13); so he 
continued to warn the people of the doom awaiting them 
if they did not thoroughly amend their ways. 


But his words fell upon deaf ears, while with but few 
exceptions the people persisted in their idolatry, their 
pleasure seeking and general moral depravity; with the 
result that twelve years later, at the death of Josiah, they 
became a vassal nation, and the Captivity began. Condi- 
tions now grew rapidly worse, with war, famine and pes- 
tilence taking their toll. Despite the pleadings of Jere- 
miah to submit to Babylon and so avert a national disas- 
ter, the strong-headed apostate leaders of the nation per- 
sisted in following their own course, resulting in the 
taking captive to Babylon all the better classes of the 
people of the land. 

Distressing as were the woes that befell Jeremiah dur- 
ing these years of degeneracy, yet he did not allow him- 
self to grow pessimistic, or lose hope in the promises of 
the Almighty, for he recognized the passing bitter exper- 
iences as just punishment for the sins of the people, and 
knew that God would not “afflict willingly, nor grieve the 
children of men” (Lam, 3:33), but that mercy would 
flow out when they repented and returned. He ever en- 
couraged the people to search and try their ways, “and 
turn again to the Lord” (Lam. 3:40), to wash their 
hearts from wickedness, that they might be saved (Jer. 
4:14); then in due time He would punish their captors, 
and return them to their own land. It was in a connection 
like this that he uttered the hopeful prophecy in chapter 
50:5, “They shall ask the way to Zion, with their faces 
thitherward, saying, Come, and let us join ourselves to 
the Lord in a perpetual covenant that shall not be for- 
gotten.” 

Well known to Jeremiah was the divine plan of Jeho- 
vah: in the end to exterminate sin, suffering and death 
from this fair planet and fill it with His glory. To him the 
passing trials and distresses were but “light afflictions,” 
the necessary steps in a purifying process designed to pre- 
pare a few to share the blessings of the golden age when 
Christ, the “righteous Branch, . . . shall reign and pros- 
per, and... execute judgment and justice in the earth” 
(Jer. 23:5). Wickedness would not always be rampant as 
then, with the masses estranged from the true God, but a 
day would come when it would no longer be necessary for 
men to say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for all shall 
know Him “from the least of them unto the greatest of 
them” (Jer. 31:34), and entire nations would be seeking 
after Him. 

In our world today we can behold the plight of the 
Jewish nation in Jeremiah’s time multiplied many fold. 
Evil men and seducers have waxed worse and worse; the 
masses of mankind have become “lovers of pleasures 
more than lovers of God,” and so engrossed in temporal 
affairs that they give no serious thought to their own fu- 
ture welfare or to the judgments of God pending over 
this very generation. 

As surely as God lives, the earth shall be filled with 
His glory (Num. 14: 21) ; His will shall be done in earth 
as it is in Heaven (Matt. 6:10). While today men are 
doing evil with both hands earnestly (Mic. 7:3), with 
but a “very small remnant” seeking after God, yet the 
tables shall turn, and as the result of the personal return 
of Christ to earth and the outpouring of the judgments 
of God, the nations “will learn righteousness.” Every 
man then can sit under his own vine and fig tree, with 
none to molest or make afraid, and millions upon millions 
of earth’s inhabitants shall “ask the way to Zion, ... 
saying, Come, and let us join ourselves to the Lord in a 
perpetual covenant that shall not be forgotten.” 





Questions and Answeres 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


What is the “blood” of Rev. 1:5, that washes away our 
sins? Is it literal blood? 


It is doubtful that Jesus shed much blood on Calvary ; 
certainly not enough to wash a single person, to say 
nothing of the millions that rely on the efficacy of this 
agent. And neither Jesus nor His apostles ever gave any 
idea that His literal blood would save in any way. But 
we read in John 15:3, “Now ye are clean through the 
Word which I have spoken unto you.” Isa. 1:16 says, 
“Wash you, make you clean.” How? “Put away the evil 
of your doings from before mine eyes.” Eph. 5: 26 tells 
us, “that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the wash- 
ing of water by the word.” 

Jesus tells us, John 6:63, “It is the spirit that quick- 
eneth, the flesh profiteth nothing. The words that I 
speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” Peter 
tells us, “Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying 
the truth through the spirit. . .” In the natural it is the 
blood that gives life; in the spiritual the words of Jesus 
will give eternal life, if obeyed. 


Why do we read in Heb. 9: 27 “It is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this the judgment,” when I Thess. 4 
refers to some being alive at the coming of the Lord? 


The death that is appointed to men to die is not literal 
death. While it is true that very few will ever escape it, 
we do have the promise that some will never die; as 
Jesus indicated in His talk with Martha before He 
raised Lazarus (John 11:26). The Apostle Paul plainly 
tells us, “We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed” (I Cor. 15:51). Beside this we have the record 
of Enoch and Elijah who were translated, that they 
should not see death. So the death that is appointed to all 
men before the judgment is not a physical death but 
death to sin (Rom. 6:6), the crucifixion of our fleshly 
lusts (Gal. 5: 24). The judgment will reveal whether we 
have died to sin, crucified the flesh, put the evil away. 


If the resurrection of the dead was to be at some future 


time why did Jesus say the “hour now is” when the dead shall 
live? 


When Jesus said, “The hour is coming, . . . when the 
dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they 
that hear shall live” (John 5:25), He most certainly 
referred to the future resurrection at the last day; by 
inserting the words “and now is,” He could have referred 
to Lazarus whom He was shortly to bring to life again, 
or to others whom He resurrected during His ministry. 


Does John 21: 18 refer to Peter’s death? 


Not his literal death but his death to sin. It indicates 
the complete change of mind from self-sufficiency to 
trust in God. The impetuous Peter by nature when he 
was “young” in the Master’s service struck off the ear 
of the high priest’s servant, denied our Lord, cast lots for 
an apostle, felt himself superior to the Gentiles, but as he 
grew in the Christian life we do not read of such things. 
He became the “converted” Peter, guided by the princi- 
ples of Christ. The 19th verse makes it plain that it is 
death to sin for it says “This spake he, signifying by what 
death he should glorify God.” Natural death does not 
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glorify God; He terms that the “King of terrors,” the 
“last enemy” that shall be destroyed. 


How can Prov. 22:6 be true when many children who 
have had the best of training become scamps? 


While it is a duty of every Christian parent to train 
his child in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, in 
obedience to the divine command, even that does not 
secure their future good conduct. The Bible, history and 
observation so teach us; however it provides them with 
the best of background if they but take advantage of it. 

The correct teaching of this verse is found in the 
marginal reference from the original language: “Train 
up a child in (his) way: and when he is old, he will not 
depart from it.” A child allowed to have his own way 
when young (like we see so much of today) will be far 
less apt to turn from it and change to God’s way as he 
comes to maturity. When we examine a few case histories 
of Bible characters we find some who had the proper 
training did depart from it; for instance Cain and Abel 
—they were undoubtedly trained alike; also Joseph and 
his brothers. Being trained the proper way is effectual 
only as the child continues its practice. 


You say we are living in the era of Christ’s coming. What 
are the signs to prove it? 


Perilous times as foretold by Paul in II Tim. 3: 1—5, 
13, when as we witness, men are proud, blasphemers, 
lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God: children are 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, despisers of 
those that are good. Does not the juvenile delinquency 
fulfill these predictions? These are conditions foretold 
for the “last days” before Christ’s second coming. Two 
other contrasting signs are world wide preparation for 
war with atomics and missiles known in no other age of 
history, while at the same time the peace cry increases. 
These signs were forecast hundreds of years ago by God’s 
holy men. Notice this vast preparation is to be just before 
God (Immanuel—Christ) roars out of Zion and the 


Lord’s mighty ones come down. (Joel 3: 9—16; I Thess. 
5: 1—4). 





One great cause of failure of young men in business is 
lack of concentration. 





He ts wise who maintains a calm 
attitude expectant of good. Let us 
accept life as a Great Adventure and 
march joyously forth to meet its 
problems with banners flying. 
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ATIENCE is a great virtue. If 

instead of anxiously trying to force 
the issue we would quietly wait, 
many problems would solve them- 
selves. Often the best way to unloosen 
hard knots and tangled questions is 
to do nothing about them at the mo- 
ment. Let time help you solve them. 
The whole picture may look different 
a week from now. 

When things look dark, learn to 
wait quietly. Be like an old stump, 
with your life rooted in faith, hope 
and courage. 


Start the day by making someone 
else happy, and the result is that we 
ourselves will be happy all day. 


AX OLD Hindu proverb says: “Help thy 
brother’s boat across and lo! thine own 
has reached the shore.” This is sound psy- 
chology. It is nothing more than our old 
friend—the law of compensation. “Whatso- 
ever a man soweth, that shail he also reap.” 

You can’t escape the law of cause and 
effect, therefore, why not have it on your 
side? If more young folks understood it, 
there would be more successes and fewer 
failures. The young man or woman who 
renders more service and better service 
than he or she is paid to perform, will find 
a larger check in the pay envelope sooner 
or later. Employers are looking for builders. 

The employee who always helps when the 
opportunity presents itself will find that 
the employer will help him. The builder— 
the man or woman who is positive and con- 
structive—will win. 

The destroyer—the man who gives as 
little as he can, who begrudges his employer 
a fair day’s work, who is jealous of his 
fellow employees and tries to retard their 
progress, will destroy himself just as surely 
as the sun rises in the east and sets in the 
west. 


Bury the hatchet of discord and dig 


upp the faith of our fathers. 


If all your hopes and highest aspirations 
Just like a childish dream should disappear, 

Thy Father’s will is best, His faultless wisdom 
Makes no mistakes—and He is always near! 


Failure doesn’t stop a 
man who really has the right 
make-up--it just stimulates 
him to greater effort. 


Most of us have the human disposi- 
tion to put the blame for our failures 
on somebody else, instead of saying: 
“All this has been my fault.” 


The only way to pull ourselves out of 
difficulties, is to pull together. 


Tell yourself that you are not going 
to fail. 


HE RADIANT personality possesses the 

magic qualities of the sun itself. He 
penetrates the shadows with the light of 
good cheer. He warms our hearts with the 
infra-red rays of encouragement. He heals 
our mental scars with the ultra-violet rays 
of understanding and faith. He draws out of 
us the best that is in us. He stimulates us 
to live bigger lives. In his presence we are 
lifted up. Life takes on new sparkle and 
meaning. 


There is no real life but cheerful life. 


"Eternal work is the price of success,” 


Thy God Is Near 


Though all the world about would seem to crumble, 

And everything that you would hold most dear 

Should suddenly be gone and life seem empty, 
Remember this one thing—thy God is near! 


A MAN’S winger» quotient is a good 

measuring stick of his ability to 
achieve. Eight-hour days and success 
are as far apart as the poles. 

Almost every man can do more work 
than he thinks he can. Someone once 
aptly said: “the average man can double 
his efficiency.” The scientists tell us that 
there is more power in an atom than 
man can measure, and man is made up 
of billions of atoms. So we have no 
reason to feel weak or powerless. 

What we need to do is to awaken our 
latent powers. The spark that sets these 
powers aflame is a great ideal, purpose, 
or aim in life. 


Smile 


If the weather looks like rain, 
Smile. 

When you feel you must complain, 
Smile. 

Do not care if things seem gray, 

Soon there’ll come a brighter day, 

You will find that it will pay, 
To smile. 

If the world looks sad and drear, 
Smile. 

Banish every thought of fear, 
Smile. 

Do the very best you can, 

Play your part now like a man, 

Make every day a better plan 
And smile. 

If you taste life’s bitter cup, 
Smile. 

Should the doctors give you up, 
Smile. 


WHAT we need in Christianity 

" today is more of the battle 
spirit. Too many so-called Christians 
have sounded a retreat. Too many are 
marking time. 

Our evils will not ride into camp 
and surrender. We must go after 
them, we must attack them in their 
own dug-outs, 


Sufficient just to know the tender Shepherd 
Will always lead you gently with His staff; 
The privilege is not yours to ever question 

The workings of His hand on your behalf! 


So, rest your faith upon this sure foundation, 
And lay aside all cause for doubt and fear; 

The God who holds this universe together 
Will keep His own—and He is always near! 
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